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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Social pragmatics is the ability to effectively use and adjust communication messages for a variety of purposes 

with a variety of communication partners within differing circumstances. Many people develop social 

pragmatics through everyday life experiences and interactions, while others need to be implicitly taught social 

pragmatics. Students are frequently taught in small, pull-out groups run by speech therapists, guidance 

counselors, and school psychologists. Our PLT aims to bring implicit teaching of social pragmatics into the 

visual art classroom. We tried at the preschool, elementary, and middle school level to introduce visual art 

lessons that relied on the students to engage with each other, share ideas, and work collaboratively. 

 

Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Kristen Ripley * Chenery  5-8 Visual Art 

Sara Saba Wellington Speech & Language Pathologist 

Sara Libertini Butler & Chenery  K-8 Visual Art 

Katie Kelley Chenery 5-8 Visual Art 

 

PLT SMART Goal  

We will collaborate to use visual art as a vehicle for improving social pragmatic skills in inclusion settings. 

 

Key Actions 

 

1. Work with Speech/Language and Special Education teachers to identify students in our classes 

with social pragmatics on their IEPs.  

2. Take baseline qualitative data on the following:  

Preschool/Elementary/Middle: Use eye contact and name to gain attention of a peer to 

either direct an on-topic comment or request materials  

Preschool/Elementary: Respond to their name being called by using eye contact 

       Middle School: maintain eye contact while participating in a conversation  

Preschool/Elementary: Use appropriate body position to show you are part of a group 

Middle School: maintain focus as member of a group by using appropriate nonverbal 

body language 

Preschool/Elementary/Middle: Accept multiple outcomes of a project.  

3. Develop and teach mini-lessons incorporating the following:  

a. Preschool/Elementary/Middle: Use eye contact and name to gain attention of a peer to 

either direct an on-topic comment or request materials  

b. Preschool/Elementary: Respond to their name being called by using eye contact 

       Middle School: maintain eye contact while participating in a conversation  

c. Preschool/Elementary: Use appropriate body position to show you are part of a group 

Middle School: maintain focus as member of a group by using appropriate nonverbal        

body language  

d. Preschool/Elementary/Middle: Accept multiple outcomes of a project.  

4. Rewrite existing lessons to incorporate social pragmatics goals 

5. Qualitative Reflection 



6. Collectively summarize key themes across classrooms and age levels  

7. Created reference document (handout at PLT conference) for teachers to use in classrooms 

when scaffolding group work and/or discussion.  

8. Plan next steps for 2013-2014 school year.  

 

 

 

Findings  

Group work provides more opportunities for social pragmatics teaching than individual work.  

 

All students benefit from working in teams. Students with social pragmatics goals benefit from working in teams 

because they can apply learning from small pull-out groups to these situations.  

 

Students can model social skills for one another.  

 

Students need varying levels of scaffolding to access group work and to think conceptually.  

 

Whole-class explicit modeling and teaching of social skills benefits all students and is more effective than pull-

out instruction only for students with social pragmatics on their IEP.  

 

General education teachers can be very effective at teaching social skills when working collaboratively or 

consulting with a specialist. Ideally, students will receive a combination of small group and whole class teaching 

of social skills.  

 

 

Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

Focus on worthy, big ideas.  Scaffold these big ideas for many kinds of learners.   

Incorporate social pragmatics skills into all lessons.  

Design lessons that specifically incorporate partner and group interaction. Develop graphic organizers, 

worksheets, conversation logs, etc. to accompany these lessons.  

Research artists who work collaboratively to use as models for lessons.   

Interview other subject area teachers about how they approach and manage partner and group work. 

Formalize a scope and sequence of lessons. 

Take more data so that we can back up our qualitative data with quantitative data.   

 

 


